
Growing Up in British Guiana:
‘The Land of ManyWaters’
Presented by Clyde Choong and John Hayner
at our First General Meeting of 2010

February:
Ethnic Luncheon Meeting

Newsletter
December 2009

u pc o m i n g pr o g r a m s

RevisitingVietnam
Saturday, February 20, Noon

Pho Quyen Vietnamese Restaurant
8404 W. Hillsborough Avenue, Tampa

(just east of Memorial Highway)
Saturday, January 16, 2010, 2:30 pm

Largo Public Library - Room B
120 Central Park Drive
in Largo Central Park

Please join us as Friendship
Force members Clyde Choong
and John Hayner share their
different perspectives of
growing up in British Guiana in
the 1930s and ‘40s and
comparisons of life in those

times with present Guyana, 44 years after
independence. (Clyde from a Chinese family, raised
in British Guiana, and John who went there as a
schoolboy, as the son of an American Lutheran
missionary.)

John and Clyde’s presentations will include
information about the country’s multi-ethnic dynamics,
languages, religions, education, family life, natural
resources and the gorgeous food. They will also
bring displays of photographs, music, artifacts, music
CDs and videos for us to enjoy. One of them will be
performing, ‘Song of Guyanese Children’ that he
learned in school there as a child.

Visitors are always very welcome.
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Enjoy authentic Vietnamese
food served family style and a
presentation about Vietnam.

Ly Tran, a Tampa-area IT
professional, will share a
presentation entitled
‘Revisiting Vietnam ,’ about his

fascinating experiences growing up in Vietnam during
the war, living abroad in the postwar years, and
revisiting Vietnam after 37 years.

The restaurant is located in northwest Hillsborough
County, just minutes from Pinellas. The cost per
person of $12 should be received by Denise Seeber
by February 12. See page 3 for a reservation form.

Denise Seeber, VP Programs
474-2647; Denise_Seeber@tampabay.rr.com

Wishing
You Happy

Holidays
and a

Healthy,
Peaceful

New Year
2010 Membership dues

are due now!
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By Sandy Gourdine, President
(727)443-5950; Slgourdine@aol.com

If our members are willing to make the
commitment, our FF club is positioned to
take a big leap forward in establishing a
unique community partnership with
Schiller International University. After
months of meetings, we have the outline
of a partnership agreement that opens up
interesting experiences for our members
to meet international students, share our
American culture with them and become
more engaged in our community.

The proposed agreement has been approved by our
board of directors and officials at Schiller International
University. The next step is to introduce the proposal
to our club members so they fully understand the
commitment we will all need to make if we decide to
move ahead. Similarly, Schiller officials are reviewing
the proposal with their student government group.

I will present a full report at the end of our January
program meeting at Largo Library. Plan for the
meeting to last an extra 30 minutes. It is critical that
you attend so we can get your feedback. We simply

Critically Important Update cannot move ahead without members fully
understanding the great opportunities for
our club as well as what will be expected
of our members to make this a success.

At this point, nothing is definite, but we
have been discussing some interesting
concepts. One involves Friendship Force
members leading discussion groups on a
variety of topics that give foreign students
insights into American culture and an
added opportunity to practice their English.
Another is hosting international students in
our home for one night as part of an

American Culture Weekend program. Other ideas
involve planning a World Friendship Day activity in our
community, possibly serving as a mentor or a
resource, etc. Opportunities are endless and they all
reflect our Friendship Force mission to promote
friendships and global understanding across the
barriers that separate people.

Please contact me if you have ideas or comments. If
we move ahead, we must have members who are
willing to serve on a planning committee and we
definitely need some members to assume leadership
roles. And it is critical that we have a commitment from
members that they will actively participate in activities.

Proposed Partnership with Schiller International

Reservation Form for
Vietnamese Restaurant Luncheon Meeting

Saturday, Feb. 20, Noon

Reservations must be received by Feb. 12.
Complete this form and mail to: Denise Seeber

71 Turnstone Drive
Safety Harbor FL 34695

OR bring it to our general meeting on Saturday, Jan. 16.

Number of people attending __________

Please include payment of $12 per person.
Checks payable to Friendship Force of Florida Suncoast

Your name and guests’ names

_____________________________________________________

Florida Suncoast recently received a letter
from Friendship Force International (FFI)
President George T. Brown, Jr. thanking our
club for our contribution for 2009 and for our
pledge for 2010 to support the Legacy Fund.

He noted the fund helps establish new clubs
around the world, like the first clubs in
Morocco, which began in October. Plans also
call for expansion into Europe and Asia.

President Brown stated that expansion and
revitalization of existing clubs, teacher
exchanges from developing countries, and
global outreach through a dynamic website
are all efforts to support the FF mission: to
promote international understanding across
the barriers that separate people.

Support of Legacy
Fund Recognized



The Fellowship Hall’s doors will
open at 5:00 pm for an evening of
fun and fundraising. You will be
able to sip wine as you peruse the
display of wonderful auction items
and place your bids in the Silent
Auction. Auction assistants will be
available to explain the silent
auction process for those
unfamiliar with this type of event.
The Silent Auction will close at the
end of the dinner, when purchases
will be paid for and picked up.

Then an auctioneer will begin the
Live Auction offering some fantastic
items.

The catered Irish dinner will include
delicious corned beef and cabbage,
house salad, potatoes, carrots, rye
bread, apple pie, and coffee.

This special event is our club’s
largest fundraiser for the year, and
proceeds of all auction sales will
fund our cultural education and
humanitarian projects.

“When we join clubs, we like to see
them succeed and flourish,” said
the event’s co-chair Pat McQuaide.
“If every member decided to
commit to just one cause each
year, everything would get done.
There are so many areas in this
event; make THIS the one you will
put that extra effort into.”

Examples of auction items
that you might donate

! Any gift certificate

! Use of time share or second home

! Water rides – via canoe, kayak,
sail boat, cruise, etc

! Hosted dinners or catering

! Tickets to sport events or theatre,
museum, attractions

! Sports memorabilia

! Handmade items: sweaters, quilts,
wood toys, etc

! Lessons: knitting, golf, tennis

! Garden and home items

! Theme gift baskets

! Gourmet foods

! Transportation to airport

! Wine or liquor

! Professional services

Mark your calendar...

Irish Dinner & Charity Auction
Saturday evening, March 6, 2010

Social Hour 5:00 pm
Dinner 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall
10891 102nd Avenue, Seminole

Our Most Important
Fundraiser of 2010
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Ways you can help:
! sell tickets,
! invite guests to join you for the
evening,
! donate an item for the auction,
! bid on/buy auction items.

For more information, call
chairwoman Marj Pease, 945-1770,
or Pat McQuaide, 522-3959.

We will accept auction items of value
until February 1. Contact Sandy
Gourdine, 443-5950.

When Sandy Gourdine asked her
“adopted daughter-in-law” Diane
Burns and her husband David to
consider making a donation to
Computers For Cape Town Kids,
Diane became quite engaged in
the project.

Diane is a new FF member, and
she made a commitment for her
nuclear family to raise $500. Diane
challenged each of her children -
Max and Jakob and two adult
daughters - to raise $100. Jakob
did so on his first outing, going
door-to-door seeking chores to do.

Maxwell enjoys baking and cake
decorating, which led to the idea of
holding a bake sale at David’s
office. That was such a hit that they
did it three more times to benefit
the Cape Town computer fund.
Obviously, the family became quite
committed to the project and was
responsible for raising $1170.40
from friends, neighbors, employers
and coworkers.

“At a special dinner for our
extended family (Gourdines and
Burns), they presented Terry and
me with a jar that contained 1170
black and white beans, represent-
ing the dollars raised,” said Sandy.
“Naturally, I love them all dearly.”

Thank you to the Burns family!

Fundraising is a
Family Affair

The Burns brothers: Maxwell, 15, and
Jakob, 9.



Friendship Force of the
Florida Suncoast

www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Officers (Sep 2009-Aug 2010)
President Sandy Gourdine
VP/Programs Denise Seeber
VP/Membership Gaby Mackenzie
VP/At Large Vacant
Treasurer Millie Jones
Secretary Ed Evan
Past President Nancy Warner

Committees
Auditor—Bill Lee, chair
Bylaws—Ken Dean, chair
Exchange Coordinator—Ed Evan, chair
Fundraising—Vacant
Member Outreach—Pat McQuaide, chair
Membership — Gaby Mackenzie, chair
Newsletter—Geri Espy, chair
Program — Denise Seeber, chair
Publicity—Denise Seeber, chair
Website—Jean Keir-Choong, chair

Membership Renewals
for 2010 are Due NOW

WeWelcome Our
New Members

Friendship Force Florida Suncoast
welcomed 11 new members since
October, bringing our membership
to 116. We offer friendship and a
hearty welcome to:

Joan Florio of New Port Richey
Carol Gatza of Clearwater
Claire Harvey of Tarpon Springs
Audrey Jones of Clearwater
Penny Lappetito of Tarpon Springs
Oma Pantridge of Land O’ Lakes
Jack Perleman of Palm Harbor
Ruth Samuel of Palm Harbor
Jonnie Sprimont of Hudson
Julie Whelan of Port Richey
Ann Whiting of Clearwater

-- Gaby Mackenzie, VP/Membership,
376-5210
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Individual memberships - $20
Family memberships - $35

Use the form on page 6 to renew.

Exchange Chair Ed Evan reports
that finalized dates should be
available in January from the
incoming Australian group, with
mid-May still the target for their
homestay with our club.

Also, Friendship Force International
(FFI) has announced a new
concept of “global exchanges” with
the exchange director (ED) from
each participating club recruiting
from anywhere in the world rather
than just their home club. Up to half
the available spaces are reserved
for these “global” applicants. A

By John Hayner

On Nov. 10 I returned from a
glorious 16-day venture in New
Zealand. The key that made this
trip possible was linking up with the
Friendship Force Club of
Sacramento, CA, about eight
months prior to the scheduled
departure date. After submitting my
Ambassador Application along with
the required deposit to hold my
place, I made my own airline
reservations online – and got a
phenomenal price by locking in the
airfare on the last day of March,
about seven months ahead of
departure.

Friendship Force International
offers a smorgasbord of exchanges
for you to peruse on its website at
thefriendshipforce.org . Scroll
down the listings to find one that
interests you, read the synopsis,
then start the ball rolling – early!
You can even download the
Ambassador Application form
online. Of course, you must be a
Friendship Force club member to

take advantage of these
opportunities of “changing the way
you see the world.”

Is it worth the effort?
Absolutely! The New Zealand
exchange was my very first FF
experience, and I can hardly
find the words to express my
satisfaction with the
uniqueness of domestic and
overseas travel as done by FF
with its up-close-and-personal
homestays and contacts. I will
always cherish the memories
and the friendships made.

So, what are you waiting for?
Let the journey begin – with
YOU! For further information,
please contact Ed Evan, our
Exchange Coordinator.

Exchange News
shorter homestay is
coupled with a 4 or 5 day
cultural tour, making it an
integral part of the
exchange rather than an
“add on.”

One example begins Feb. 11, 2010
traveling to Tuxtla, Gutierrez,
Mexico and ending Feb. 21 in
Villahermosa Tabasco, Mexico. Up
to 20 others are planned for 2010.
See www.friendshipforce.org for
details of upcoming opportunities.

Florida Suncoast Member
experiences“global exchange”

-- Ed Evan, Exchange Chair
398-2700; geevan_33775@yahoo.com



MEMBERSHIP - JOIN OR RENEW 2010

Name/s ____________________________________________________ Date _____________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________ State _______ Zip ______________________

Phone Number __________________________ Cell Phone ____________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________

Membership Dues:

RENEWAL for 2010: $20 Single; $35 Family $___________

NEW MEMBERSHIP: $20 Single; $35 Family $___________

Plastic name tag for new members: $10 each $___________

* Write your name(s) as you want it to appear on your name tag(s):

_____________________________________________________

Total $ ___________

Make check payable to:
Friendship Force of Florida Suncoast

Mail or give to: Gaby Mackenzie
1147 Ashbourne Circle
Trinity, FL 34655-7106

If you have any questions, contact our VP/Membership Gaby Mackenzie at 727-376-5210 or
email her at BEMackenzi@aol.com

Our club calendar is on our website: http://www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Visit our national website for all exchanges: http://thefriendshipforce.org
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