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The next club event is

a picnic at John S. Taylor Park
in Largo, on June 20.
See page 2 for details.

From the President

I'm hoping everyone who attended our May meeting will agree that the dancer, Kirthana, was mesmerizing and
the speaker, Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, was (almost) divine! After all that, the annual meeting was just a neces-

sary task to endure. But endure we did and voted in a dedicated slate of officers
for next year, effective September 1: President, Sandy Gourdine; 1% VP Pro-
grams, Denise Seeber; 2" VP membership, Gaby Mackenzie; 3" VP At Large,
Roy Swanson; Secretary, Bev Swanson; and Treasurer, Millie Jones. Chairs of

——

other committees will be appointed by Sandy, so
please contact her with your interests. Welcome and
congratulations to all!

On Tuesday, May 19, Sandy Gourdine, president-elect, and | attended a luncheon
meeting for the presidents and other representatives of all seven of the Friendship
Force clubs in Florida (i.e., the Florida district) at the Columbia restaurant in Cele-
bration (near Orlando). Ramona McGee, FFI representative for this district, chaired
the meeting. We talked about our upcoming exchanges and the challenges of pro-
viding dynamic programs and recruiting new members. Of course, our Membership
committee, under the direction of Sandy, and our Programs committee, under the
direction of Bob Lehner, and our Publicity chair Denise Seeber, and our other offi-

cers and chair persons have all been doing excellently, so we shared some of our methods with the group.
Overall, it was a worthwhile meeting. | got to make some contacts, to meet people from the two other clubs with
whom we are sharing the outgoing exchange to Mispah, Capetown, South Africa. And the food, atmosphere,
and service weren't bad either!

Sincerely, Nancy Warner
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PROGRAMS

We are continuing the “tradition” of the annual “cook out” picnic, but this year switching the location to John S.
Taylor Park, 1100 8th Ave SW, Largo (west of Alt 19, and east of Indian Rocks Rd; south of West Bay Drive and
north of Ulmerton Rd. A map of the area and a schematic of the park are available on the club website,
www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org, under Calendar for Saturday, June 20. (For those of you who do not
have email and receive this newsletter by regular mail, the map and schematic are enclosed separately for you).
The pavilion we've reserved, shelter #3, is located by the lake. The park has a small boat ramp and walking and
biking paths. Volunteers are needed to organize the event, buy food and supplies, help cook, bring games,
and organize activities! The club will provide the main course and paper supplies and utensils; club members
and guests need to pay a small fee that day of $3, upon arrival, and bring a dish to share and your own drinks.

Please RSVP to Bob Lehner, 727-791-8703 or 727-74-7975,
or email to warner0806@aol.com,
by late Thursday, June 18, so that Bob will know how much to buy.
(You do not need to send in any money ahead of time.)
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New members are invited to attend a Wine & Cheese Social on Sunday, June 28 at 4 pm at the home of Sandy
and Terry Gourdine. Between bites and sips, they will receive an orientation to our club’s operation, how to
travel on our club’s exchanges as well as those of other FF clubs, and learn what to expect when we receive an
incoming exchange. Actually, any member is invited to attend, especially if they have not yet participated in an
exchange.

New Member Orientation

Please RSVP to Sandy if you plan to attend
Sunday, June 28, at 4:00 pm yryoup

at (727) 443-5950

1101 Wellington Drive — Clearwater or email her at slgourdine@aol.com
& [1] (
e We now have 92 members and we are actively recruiting! We can send mem-
avazze. bership information to any of your friends and we can present a program about
_JQ_J _d Friendship Force to your neighbors, church and other club groups. Just contact
U:j Sandy Gourdine.

To join and to find out more about what membership is all about, please go to
our website, www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org, and click on JOIN. Don't have internet access? Call
Sandy and information and a form will be sent to you.

Did You Know ?

Member Sue Guest volunteers at the St. Petersburg Saturday
morning farmer’s market. It was her community-minded daughter who
started the market in the first place.




Exchange News
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Thank you one and all for a very successful incoming exchange for the 14 ambassadors from the Lower Columbia,
Washington club (March 28 to April 2). Our club hosted Judy and Stu Card, Mary and John Dolbey, Glenna and Tom
Ehrlich, Fern Kelly, Judi and Neil Smith, Sheila and Darrell Thomas, Carolyn Zimmerman, and LaVerne and Neil Zim-
merman. Other than the storm Sunday morning, no incident threatened our
plans. The pick up at the Alamo car rental at the Tampa airport worked well.
The ambassadors, tired from their road trip from a Huntsville, Alabama home
stay, to Savannah, to St. Augustine, were whisked away by their hosts Saturday

evening for a good night’s sleep.

Sunday morning, storms threate

ned our day at the SPIFFS (St. Petersburg Inter-

national Folk Fair Society) festival in Vinoy Park, St. Petersburg. At happens of-
ten, when the rain stopped, the humidity and sunshine were there in full force!
SPIFFS itself was a bit disappointing. While the dance presentations were excel-
lent, the sound system nearly blasted us out of our seats. On the way to the wel-
come party, there were visits to the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary or Sawgrass
Park. Mike Manning, day hosting that day, wisely skipped SPIFFS and took his ambassadors to, where else, the Salva-

dor Dali Museum! More people attended the welcome party than RSVP’'d so we had
quite an unexpected and wonderful bounty of dishes to enjoy. New member Jeannie
Shimer opened her lovely home for that party.

On Monday, day host Ann Scott led the tour of Honeymoon Island to the eagles’ nest
while Harveda Knobel and Catherine and John Conover as-
sisted Bob Lehner with the picnic preparation. It seems the
most enthusiastic hiker in the entire group was 84-year-old
ambassador Fern Kelly! We received a special behind the
scenes tour at the Clearwater Marine Aquarium. That place
has really improved since the rescue of a baby dolphin

“Winter” which subsequently lost its tail and has been fitted with a prosthetic device. To allevi-
ate the need for hosts to fix any dinners, we had small dinner parties at other members’ homes

on Monday evening. Sandy and Terry Gourdine,  Vivian

Grimm, and Bill and Jane Lee prepared meals in their homes

for a total of eight ambassadors and some hosts and day hosts.

Ed and Gladys Evan, Ken and Nellie Dean, and Sue Guest, who

all live in the same retirement community, hosted six ambassadors in their community’s
dining hall.

Tuesday was perhaps the busiest day. A late change from the Ybor City Museum to the
Henry Plant Museum was necessitated by notification of an influx of children to the for-

mer. Afterwards, Jean Kier-Choong graciously maneuvered around street closings, and then, with a little advice from a
taxi driver, arrived at the Columbia restaurant on time (and didn’t lose the two cars following her). She wrote off the addi-

tional driving as “cultural enhancement” for the ambassadors. Jackie Kline took a tum-
ble entering the restaurant, but that didn't stop her either. We ended the day in Tampa
with a guided tour of the brand new Tampa Bay History Center in Channelside. Even
as great as the museums, and the food and décor at the Columbia restaurant are, we
might exclude a day in Tampa in our next exchange — just too much driving. The night
was for ambassadors to treat their hosts to dinner.

Wednesday was a free day. One couple went to Heritage Village, the Botanical Gar-
dens, and Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary. Member Barbara Cohen was a docent at the
Salvador Dali Museum that afternoon, but the Lower Columbia group seemed not to be
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art museum enthusiasts. Jackie Kline drove her ambassador to sites involving the county’s
Indian heritage and to the “pink” streets. Several couples went to Tarpon Springs for a boat
ride on the Anclotte River joined by Joan Barrett. In a three-way relay involving Pat
McQuaid, Nadine Giani, and Denise and Jerry Seeber, Pat's ambassador, the aforemen-
tioned Fern Kelly, was transported from St. Petersburg to the Panera Bread at Bardmoor, to
a Walgreen'’s in Clearwater, and on to Tarpon Springs. Fern and the ambassadors hosted
by the Seebers flew out from Tampa on Wednesday evening, but the rest of the group and
hosts and some other Suncoast club members attended the farewell pizza party at the
home of Brenda and Jim Miller. After we all had our
fill of pizza, we went around the room and every
one, ambassadors first, shared information about
themselves and their past involvement with Friend-
ship Force. It was amazing that so many had been

involved in the very early days of the organization. It was a fitting end to a great

exchange. And from July 16 to 22, our club members have the opportunity to be

hosted by Lower Columbia.

For this exchange we almost did not have enough hosting; however, more peo-
ple volunteered to be day hosts than we needed. It could be just the opposite in
the future, so members, if you volunteered but were not called upon to assist,
please do not feel unappreciated. Hosting for the first time for an exchange for our club were Geri Espy, Denise and
Jerry Seeber, Jeannie Shimer, and Roy and Bev Swanson (the Swansons did host for the All Florida Conference last
November also). Repeat hosts were Jackie Kline, Mac and Gaby Mackenzie, and Pat McQuaid. Day hosts were Cath-
erine and John Conover, Gladys Evan, John Hayner, Bob Lehner, Mike Manning, Ann Scott, and Nancy Warner. |
apologize if | missed mentioning anyone who helped. An exchange involved lots of people, all help is greatly appreci-
ated, and everyone benefits. Thanks again to all!

--Nancy Warner, Exchange Director
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The outbound exchange to the Lower Club in Washington State is filled, but there is a possibility that we might be able
to take another couple or a single person. Submit your application now if you want to go, and we will find out if there is
room for you. You could also submit your application to be put on a waiting list in case someone has to cancel.

We plan to arrive at the airport in Portland, Oregon on July 16. Those flying into Seattle will need to take a train or other
transportation to meet up with our Washington hosts. The exchange will end with departure on July 22.

The fee for this home-stay is $150, which includes $25 for a sternwheeler trip through the Columbia River Gorge. Our
tentative itinerary is:

July 16 Arrive and pick up from airport

July 17 Visit Lelooska Long house, Welcome Picnic at Kalama Marina

July 18 Astoria, OR and Ft. Clatsop, Picnic at Cape Disappointment

July 19 Free Day with Hosts

July 20 Columbia River Gorge, Sternwheeler trip, visit Multinomah Falls, Picnic at Bonneville Dam
July 21 Mt. St. Helens and Farewell Dinner

July 22 Depart, return to Airport

Contact Millie Jones for more information: millie.jones@gmail.com, (727) 430-5478
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We have accepted FFI assignments of outgoing to Mispah, South Africa, for March 2010, and incoming Sydney, Austra-
lia, for May 2010. For South Africa, we are “sharing” with the East Central Florida and Central Florida clubs, but our club
is supposed to take the lead. We need an Exchange Director. In case you didn’'t know, ambassadors on trips pay a por-
tion of the airfare expenses of the Exchange Director to compensate that person for all their hard work. There is still a
possibility that the Mispah and Sydney clubs will not accept the assignments. So the next step is to hear back from FFI.

We heartily thank Catherine and John Conover for the professional presentation on their trip to South
Africa that they gave at the Largo Library after our April luncheon. (They are going to Australia for

three months this summer to visit family and do some touring!
THANK YOU y 9

Katy Goodwin, who is president of the Sarasota FF club, has actually been on an FF exchange to

Mispah in 2003. She has provided our club with highlights from her journal of that trip plus contact
information for the person who was the Exchange Director (who also planned the optional pre and post Mispah tours).
She says, “It was a great experience, and | hope my notes are helpful. | know whoever goes next March will have a
wonderful adventure.” Thank you, Katy!
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FFI has canceled this exchange.
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We hosted this event in November 2008 and the Central Florida club, located around Mt. Dora, will host the next one this
autumn. Events will include an international dinner and show on Friday night with international costuming, a canal boat
ride, and shopping the antique markets the area is known for. Home stays are limited, so when detailed information is
provided by that club, you are advised to sign up early. Otherwise, the Hampton Inn will have a special rate of $89 per
couple.

& +, * "9

There is no shortage of exchanges you can go on. Other clubs have openings and FFI designs several trips not allo-
cated to any one club and to places where there are no or a limited number of clubs. The best way to find out about
these opportunities is to go on the FFI website, www.friendshipforce.org. The left hand column of the home page is all
about exchanges. Under “Find Out More” you can even sign up to have FFI email their “E-Flyer” to you which updates
you on upcoming exchanges.

We also highlight exchanges on our own website and through emails. Sometimes other clubs with openings actually
send us flyers and other information and ask us to publicize it with our club, which we do. Many times we send out
emails to that effect, so please, open every email that has “FF” in the content line. There just may be information about
the trip of your dreams! Much of this information is also on our club website, and there are links from there to the inter-
national website.

If you happen to go on an exchange with another club, or one sponsored directly by FFI, please let us know at
info@friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org so that we can feature it on our website or our newsletter. Our webmaster Jean
would love to have some of your photos also!
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From FF International
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Members of FFI staff are busy making plans for an exciting new conference format with large group seminars and
smaller optional workshops. The conference starts at 9:30 a.m. on November 20 and ends around 10:00 pm on Novem-
ber 22. We have lots of new things to tell you and we are eager to hear your ideas about moving forward with Friendship
Force into the future. But it's not all about work!

Guest speakers featuring Okinawan and Pacific Island culture

Enjoy dinner with your friends in the island's capital, Naha, Friday night

Spend time with friends, old and new, from around the world

Sing along at our Japanese-style karaoke party on Saturday evening!

Take an optional tour to top island attractions on Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.
Join a post-conference home stay with a Japanese Friendship Force club

Take a dip in the crystal clear waters of Okinawa

Enjoygreat island cuisine

Dance and dine at our Sunday night gala banquet

However you choose to enjoy your time in-between working sessions one thing is certain — a good time is guaranteed!

All the information you need regarding conference event registration, hotel options, plenary sessions, workshops, tours
and post conference home stay is available on our website, www.friendshipforce.org.

Conference registrations continue to arrive at FFI from around the world so we are
expecting a fun and friend-filled conference. Register online now to reserve your
space, using the web address above directly. For further information, contact Debbie
Powell at conf@thefriendshipforce.org.

We really hope to see you again soon!
Your friends in Japan and the staff of Friendship Force International

Note: FFI has contacts with travel agents. Sample roundtrip airfares to Okinawa are $775 from Los Angeles and $1,048
from Atlanta. An additional $100 gets you a flight stopover on Tokyo. (More information is available on the FFI website.)
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You may recall that Friendship Force International forgot to renew their original web address and lost it to a bogus dating
service. Well, that has all been resolved, so there is no longer a need to put the word “the” as a prefix. Both web ad-
dresses work: www.friendshipforce.org and www.thefriendshipforce.org. Take your pick, but do go on and browse from
time to time and see the updates. (Our local club’'s web address has remained constant at
www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.organd please, browse that site also!)



