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Denise Seeber, VP Programs
474-2647; Denise_Seeber@tampabay.rr.com

with a South African Twist
Saturday, April 17, 2010, Noon

Pinellas County’s Walsingham Park, Shelter #7
(12615 102nd Ave North, Largo 33778)

We planned our picnic this year for April so we could
enjoy the beautiful weather, and we are trying another
one of Pinellas County’s beautiful parks. Grilled
chicken, paper products and drinks will be provided.
Members are asked to bring a dish to share . (If you
would like to prepare a South African dish and need a
recipe, contact Sandy Gourdine at 443-5950.)
The cost per person of $8 should be received by
Denise by April 13; the reservation form is on page 2.
We still need a couple of volunteers to be in charge of
the chicken and a volunteer for the drinks. If you can
help, please contact Denise at 727-474-2647.

‘Islam: Religion & Culture’
May 15, 2010, 2:30 pm
Largo Public Library,

Room B
Local Muslim teacher, Aziz
Merchant, will help us better
understand the differences
in the cultures of Muslims
from the Indian sub-
Continent where he was
born and raised and Middle

Eastern Muslims, in the areas of dress, music,
behaviors toward women and education of women.
He will also provide insight into Islam as a religion of
peace - diverse in interpretations, cultures and
traditions that evolved over time and history, as well
as the two sects within Islam – Sunni and Shi’a.

Our 21-member exchange group left for South Africa
on March 12. Eleven were from the Suncoast club, 8
from other Florida FF clubs - East Central Florida,
Central Florida, Greater Orlando and Southwest
Florida - and 2 from FF in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

Our objectives were to learn about the cultures of
South Africa and to let our hosts know something
about our own. As most of the Mispah Friendship
Force Club would not be likely to fly soon to the USA
on a return visit, we aimed to leave something of
lasting benefit. We did, in fact, provide nine laptop
computers and other materials to a needy school.

Our hosts were warmly hospitable and welcomed us
enthusiastically. They are part of a distinct group, the
descendents of Malays, Indians, Indonesians,
Khoikhoi, San and other groups, black and white. As
such they form a large proportion of Cape Town
residents. Under apartheid, they were forcibly
removed from a downtown area (District 6) in the
1970’s and relocated to Cape Flats, then a barren
sandy area. They have worked hard and prospered.
Mispah Exchange Director (ED) Brenda Hull and our
overnight hosts, party hosts and drivers were all
wonderful. There were many dinner parties, and we
understood that often the hosts had walked to and

Annual

By Jean Keir Choong, Exchange Director (ED)

Outbound Exchange to Mispah
FF Club, CapeTown, SouthAfrica

(See Outbound Exchange on page 3)

Happy campers on safari, Kruger National Park
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Exchange News

Ed Evan, Exchange Coordinator,
398-2700; GEEvan_33775@yahoo.com

Reservation Form for
Florida Suncoast Annual Picnic

Saturday, April 17, Noon

Reservations must be received by April 13.
Complete this form and mail to:
Denise Seeber, 71 Turnstone Drive, Safety Harbor, FL 34695

OR bring it to our general meeting on Saturday, March 20.

Number of people attending __________

Please include payment of $8 per person.
Checks payable to Friendship Force of Florida Suncoast

Your name and guests’ names

_____________________________________________________

Only nine ambassadors will be
coming from Australia on the
upcoming exchange with our club
because one couple had to drop
out. Four of the nine are pictured at
the left. The others are: Joan Gibb,
Gordon and Coral Goward, Helen
Hutson and Joan London.

Home hosts are being contacted.
Anyone expressing an interest in
day hosting will be contacted after
an efficient schedule of events is
finalized in the next weeks, and
efforts will be made to engage our
guests in small dinner parties as
can be arranged. You should plan
to be involved in any case in either
the welcome dinner planned as of
now for May 19 or the farewell on
May 25th - mark your calendar! We
look forward to welcoming this
small group from Down Under in the
best Friendship Force tradition.

W Several other interesting
exchange opportunities have
become available. Details are
available in another email sent with
this newsletter, or on pages 5 and
6 of printed copies.

Exploring
Relationship
with SPIFFS
Friendship Force Florida Suncoast
President Sandy Gourdine met
recently at the offices of the St.
Petersburg International Folk Fair
Society, Inc. (SPIFFS) to discuss
how the two organizations could
work together to promote
awareness and respect for the
diverse cultures in our community.
Interest is high and we’re working
out the details that will ultimately
benefit both groups. Our club goals
are to promote awareness and
membership in our Friendship
Force club and to promote more
opportunities for members to learn
about and experience other
cultures.

SPIFFS is an organization of 26
ethnic groups representing their
nationality or culture. Together, they
produce the annual International
Folk Fair, an active speaker’s
bureau, and various festivals and
activities throughout the year.

SPIFFS Invites You to These
Events: (Call 552-1896 for details)

April 24 – International Ball
6 pm, $35– Dinner, music

May 15-16 – Asian Pacific Rim
Festival
Free Admission - Pinellas Park
Bandshell Park. Ethnic food &
cultural entertainment.

Friendship Force Florida Suncoast
welcomes these new members:

Ellen Henderson, Clearwater
Joyce Walters, St. Petersburg

Ann Watkins, Clearwater

Dana
Boudaghian

Introducing some of the
Australian ambassadors
who will be welcomed by
our Friendship Force club:

Val Hobart, ED
for the group

Mary & Rob Lutley
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from the market to buy the food
and spent a whole day cooking it
with the aid of friends. One evening
we had a talk on South Africa in the
post-apartheid era.

We enjoyed a variety of weekday
activities and the sites of Cape
Town. As a registered South African
tour guide, Brenda gave us a good
commentary in the bus. We rode
the cable car to the top of Table
Mountain, boated over to Robben
Island to Nelson Mandela’s former
prison, and enjoyed Kirstenbosch
Botanical Gardens, first class
wineries, beautiful bays, a shanty
town and many other sites.

We visited two contrasting schools.
The first was a center of excellence,
the Settlers School, formerly an all-
white establishment, now very
mixed. The teaching staff was good,
the facilities were first class, and the
school had maintained its high
performance in academic and
sporting achievements.

We then visited Chatsworth
Primary School in a very poor rural
area in the Western Cape. The

teachers were also very good, but
in other respects it was a contrast!
The 265 children aged 5-13 years
were mainly from very poor
families. We wondered why the
school lunch hour was referred to

as ‘feeding’; we learned that the
food is supplied under a
government program, and for some
children it was the mainstay of their
day. The buildings were a few basic
classrooms built at the side of a
church which formed the school
hall. One classroom had a few
secondhand computers which were
under-powered, very slow, and
often stopped altogether. We saw
few textbooks or other materials.
The little books the children used
for their work were worn. Like most
buildings in South Africa, the

windows and doors were securely
barred. The playground was bare
earth, and some children had no
shoes. Despite this, the children
were wearing clean white and navy
blue school uniforms and were
motivated and enthusiastic.

We were able to set out the nine
laptop (netbook) computers at the
front of the church hall with other
extensive school supplies we had
brought. There were brightly
colored papers, stars, calculators,
spangly things, metric rulers,
crayons, pencils, etc. all brought by
the members of our exchange
group and contributed by our FF
clubs. We made a few speeches of
encouragement and received
tremendous thanks and happy
smiles from the whole school. The
teachers appreciated the mobility of
the computers, which can be used
in any room at any time, with or
without electricity. They were also
pleased to have the up-to-date

textbooks (donated by our local
Pinellas County school warehouse)
which gave ideas for lesson plans.

The teachers were motivated and
taught with high standards, but it
must be difficult for the children to
realize their full potential in the
conditions we saw. We trust that
the laptop computers and other
materials will help. The name of the
host FF club is “Mispah,” which
means that “we should care about
our friends, even in their absence.”
We feel this about the children
and teachers in Chatsworth
Primary School, and that they
need our continuing help and
encouragement.

We want to give a big thank you to
all who worked to raise funds and
to all who donated to make this
computer fund such a success.

Post-exchange . What fun it was!
We
started
off with
a safari
for six
days in
and around Kruger National Park.
This was an experience in itself,
and not just because of the animals.
Our group was wonderfully positive
and approached the adventure with
great gusto. Our safari guide was in
her early 20’s and managed to drive
us around in a huge safari vehicle
and then cook lunch and dinner for
us all. We saw the ‘Big Five’ (lion,
elephant, buffalo, leopard and
rhinoceros) and many other animals
and birds, often at close range.

After a visit to Johannesburg and
several interesting bus tours in the
area, 11 of us continued to Zambia,
where we experienced the Zambezi
River, Victoria Falls and more.

Our 3-week trip was a wonderful,
memorable cultural exchange and
African experience.

Outbound Exchange,
continued from page 1

Students at Chatsworth School

We were very pleased to donate nine
netbook computers to the school.
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Auction Recap
In last month’s newsletter we
reported the success of our Irish
Dinner & Charity Auction held
March 6. Everyone agreed the food
was great, and the fun evening was
enjoyed by an enthusiastic crowd.

This month, we have even more to
celebrate as we report that the
event netted a $4,232 profit for the
club. The greatest portion of the
proceeds will be allocated to a
special fund restricted for future
humanitarian projects and cultural
education programs that our club
wishes to support. (See related
article at the right.)

Thanks again to everyone who sold
and bought tickets, donated or
obtained items for the auction,
helped promote attendance, served
on the committee and worked the
event. And of course, sincere thanks
to our sponsors and the many fine
businesses who donated auction
items. It was a huge success!

SpecialThanks to
Bylaws Committee
Ken Dean, Vivian Grimm and Ed
Evan deserve a special THANK
YOU for a job well done on the
Bylaws Committee. They had
numerous meetings and worked
together for months to make
recommendations for the revised
bylaws that were approved by
our members at the March
membership meeting.

Working on bylaws is usually
tedious and never exciting. It’s a
“behind the scenes” task that
doesn’t command much fanfare
but is critically important to the
operation and stability of the
club. Great job, Ken, Viv and Ed!

Officers to be Elected
at May 15 Meeting
Election of officers for the club year
that begins September 1, 2010, will
occur at the Saturday, May 15
membership meeting at Largo
Library. A Nominating Committee
has been appointed to make
nominations for the offices.
Members are: Ed Evan (chair),
Marj Pease, Nadine Giani, Denise
Seeber and Gaby Mackenzie.

All members will receive an election
notice 14 days prior to the May 15
meeting, including a list of the
nominees for office. Nominations
may also be made from the floor,
with the consent of the nominees. If
a quorum (20 percent of members
in good standing) is present, the
affirmative vote of a majority of the
members present and voting shall
be required to elect the officers.

By Sandy Gourdine, President

I know that many of my fellow
ambassadors on the South African
exchange will agree that the high
point of our entire experience
was our visit to
Chatsworth AME Primary
School. Without
exception, the children
and their teachers
welcomed us warmly and
were excited to receive
the computers, books and school
supplies we carried as a gift from
Friendship Force members and
friends. It was so rewarding to see
the immediate and long-term
impact our gift would have for the
school and the Chatsworth
community where more than half
the residents live in deep poverty.

We raised almost $4,000 to fund
the Computers for Cape Town Kids
project. Donations came from our
own club members and our friends
and family, other Friendship
Force chapters in Florida, and

from churches and other
organizations in our community.
Some remaining donations will
soon be distributed to another

charity in South Africa that
serves vulnerable
children, and then we will
close out the Computers
for Cape Town Kids
project.

As a result of our
successful auction, we now have
additional money in our treasury
that is restricted to fund future
cultural education and
humanitarian projects. An ad hoc
committee has been appointed to
make recommendations to the
Board on the process our club
would use to identify and select
projects in the future. Members are
John Hayner (chair), Geri Espy,
Mac Mackenzie, Diane Burns and
Mike Manning. The Board will keep
members informed.

Committee Formed Regarding Future
Humanitarian Projects


