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UpCOMING PROGRAMS

Denise Seeber, VP Programs
474-2647; Denise_Seeber@tampabay.rr.com

‘Revisiting Vietham’

Saturday, Feb, 20, 2010, noon

Pho Quyen Vietnamese Restaurant

(8404 West Hillsborough Ave., Tampa 33615)

FINAL DAY for RESERVATIONS: FRIDAY, FEB. 12
This luncheon will provide another fun
time to get to know other FF members,

‘ including some of our new members from

| the Spring Hill area. We are also
delighted to have Ly Tran, a local IT

professional, talk about his fascinating experiences
growing up in Vietham during the war, living abroad in

the postwar years, and revisiting Vietham after 37

years. Seating is limited - 31 people have made

reservations so far and the restaurant can
accommodate up to 9 more. $12 per person.

‘

‘Amazing Australia: The People & the

Culture,” sSaturday, March 20, 2010, 2:30pm

Largo Library
New Friendship Force members

Catherine & John Conover will share
their experiences of living in Australia
for several months last summer and

getting to know the culture of the local
people. Their presentations are always informative
and fun, so be sure to invite a friend.

Would you like to get to know some of our
Friendship Force members better?

This year we moved our membership meetings at
Largo Library up to 2:30 pm to allow us a little social
time afterwards. Please plan to stay after the meetings
whenever you can to interact with our members and
guests, to browse the display table, or to say hello to
our guest speakers. We also invite you to sit with
someone you don’'t know too well at our luncheons
and develop new friends right here in our club.

All Friendship Force meetings at Largo Library are
free and open to the public.

[rish
Dinngerﬁ &
Auction

Honoring World
Friendship Day

e

Sat., March 6 at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall
(parking behind church)

10891 102" Avenue, Seminole 33778

To buy one of the remaining 6 tickets contact Sandy

Gourdine at 443-5950 or SLGOURDINE@aol.com.

Advance tickets required ; no tickets sold at the door.

Doors open at 5:00 pm Dinner at 6:00 pm

Silent Auction: 5:00 -7:00 pm  Live Auction: 7:15 pm
$12.50 Admission & Dinner.

Reminder: Only cash and checks will be accepted

for auction purchases; no credit cards .

Moving Ahead with Schiller

Without exception, every member at our January
meeting who completed the survey about forming a
partnership with Schiller International University
thought it would be a worthwhile endeavor that
supports the mission of Friendship Force. AlImost
everyone felt that our club would benefit from such a
partnership and that activities with international
students would increase his/her enjoyment and
participation in the club.

Based on such strong support, we have notified
officers at Schiller International University that we are
ready to move forward with them. Jane Lee has
agreed to chair a Friendship Force committee that will
oversee our role in creating the partnership. Members
who agreed to serve with Jane are: Catherine Conover,
Ruth Whitney, Gladys Evan, Sandy and Terry
Gourdine, Mac Mackenzie, Geri Espy, Nadine Giani,
Marge Pease, Oma Pantridge and Jean Keir-Choong.

Planning for this project will likely begin in late March
after the university completes its move to a new
campus on Ulmerton Road. Watch for updates.
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EXc

Ed Evan, Exchange Coordinator,
398-2700

Friendship Force International has
proposed three exchanges for our
club for 2011: one incoming in April
from Newcastle-Upon-Tyne,
England, and two outgoing: in May
to Cankaya, Turkey, and in July to
Hamburg, Germany. The Hamburg
exchange presents a possible
coordination with the FFI World
Conference in Hamburg in August
2011.

ews

Five couples and six singles have
confirmed that they are eager to
participate in the mini-conference/
interclub with Ft. Myers for the
weekend of Feb. 13-14.

Exchange Coordinator Ed Evan is
contacting one club each in
Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada and
Texas to see if they are interested
in a domestic exchange with us for
November of this year. This would
be an interesting opportunity to
see otherwise well-known places,
but with the added input of locals
who would introduce their area’s
best, non-tourist places.

The World of Friends Catalog

The adventure begins with a click... www.friendshipforce.org

Thinking about your next travel
destination? Let your fingers do the
walking by visiting the revamped
Friendship Force International
website. From the home page, you
can click onto a new World of
Friends Catalog and review a list of
all active Friendship Force
exchanges, or click on a world map
to explore a certain region.

As a Friendship Force member in
our club you are eligible to apply to

be an ambassador and travel with
any of the exchanges organized by
other clubs or by our international
office. All exchanges include a
homestay with a host family in the
city of your destination.

A sampling of upcoming exchanges
listed on the website include those
going to places such as Mujagi,
Japan; Noumea, New Caledonia;
Cairo, Egypt; Tashkent, Uzbekistan;
and San Jose, Costa Rica.

Florida SuncoastWebsite Shines

Jean Keir-Choong, Website Coordinator

| often hear members asking about
the date or time of the next meeting
or other event, or what is happening
about an exchange. The answers to
these and other questions can be

found on our club’s cheerful website:

www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org.

You do not have to memorize the
web address because you can just
type into Google or Yahoo,
‘friendship force florida suncoast.’

Changes are made to the website

every month, usually coinciding
with the newsletter. You may notice
that it has a striking and cheerful
appearance. There are ‘sidebars’
on the right hand side of each
webpage, highlighting important
events. There is also a section on
the former Friendship Force Nature
Coast, many of whose members
are now in our club. If you have
any ideas for items to be included
in the website, please contact me
at jeanfffs@gmail.com.

Exchanges To
Meet Friends
From Around
The World

March 2010 — South Africa

Some members leave March 12 to
visit the Mispah Friendship Force
chapter in Cape Town.

May 2010 — Australia

Friendship Force members from
Sydney arrive May 18 to visit us for
a full week of activities, parties, etc.

Oct 2010 — World Conference
Friendship Force members from
around the world will gather in
Washington, D.C. for a 3-day
conference, Oct. 16-18. Four- night
home stays are available after the
conference.

Fall 2010 — Southwest U.S.A.

The destination isn’t final yet, but
our chapter is planning a domestic
exchange with a FF club in Octobe
or November.

April 2011 — United Kingdom
Our chapter is planning to host a
week-long visit of members from
the Friendship Force chapter in
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, England.

May 2011 — Turkey

Members of our club will be
traveling to Cankaya, Turkey to
spend a week with members of a

new Friendship Force club.

July 2011 — Germany

An All-Florida exchange is being
planned for a 7-day visit and stay
with Friendship Force members in
Hamburg, Germany.




As our South

B Sehange

-  nearsits
departure on
March 12,

there is added excitement because
for the first time, our club has
initiated a humanitarian dimension
to an exchange. In addition to
meeting new friends in South
Africa, our 21 ambassadors are
taking eight notebook computers,
electrical adaptors and power
strips, plus paper, pencils, colors
and calculators for the children
attending Chatsworth A.M.E.
Primary School. For the last few
weeks our Exchange Director Jean
Keir-Choong has been in almost
daily contact with the schooal,
making arrangements and assuring

we bring what is most needed.

Our Computers for Cape Town Kids
project was launched in October
2009 and quickly raised over $3,000
from donors eager to support a
project with immediate and long-
term benefits to the children. Our
original plan was to establish a
computer learning center at a
church located next to a public
elementary school and staffed after
school hours by church volunteers.

We subsequently decided to
donate the computers directly to
Chatsworth A.M.E. Primary School,
which is part of a special South
African educational initiative known
as the Khanya Project to utilize
technology to improve teaching and
learning and curriculum delivery.

Computers for Cape Town Kids

Chatsworth A.M.E. Primary School
Serves a very poor community
where over 50% of the population
ekes out a living on government
grants. According to the Khanya
Project criteria, Chatsworth was
chosen to participate because it is
a well-managed school in a poor
area with sound academic results,
where new technology will make
the most difference to the lives of
teachers and learners. Teachers at
the school are skilled in using
computers and the kids are already
receiving some of their lessons via
computer programs. The school
has 12 fully functional computers
and the additional computers and
materials we plan to donate will
make a significant change in the
children’s educational experience.

night at the Renaissance Hotel.
That’s just $99 per person. And if
you'd like FFI to match you with a
roommate, make your request at
conf@thefriendshipforce.org.

Post-Conference Homestays

Every year Friendship Force stages a World
Conference that attracts representatives from clubs
around the globe. The annual conference is a
wonderful opportunity to socialize and make new
friends with members from other nations. This year
members will gather in Washington, D.C., the
weekend of Oct. 15-18. All conference events will be
held at the beautiful Renaissance Washington D.C.
Hotel. The hotel is located in the heart of downtown
D.C., midway between the White House and the
Capitol, ideal for experiencing the rich history and
culture of our nation’s capital.

The conference fee of $280 includes all workshops
and coffee breaks, plenary sessions with keynote
speakers; lunch on Saturday, breakfast on Sunday, a
gala banquet with dancing and entertainment Sunday
night, and a closing plenary with high-profile speaker
Monday morning. Friendship Force has secured a
special discounted rate of $199 per double room, per

A four-night homestay, Oct. 18-22, is offered by
Friendship Force clubs in five cities/regions:
Richmond, Virginia; Charlottesville, Virginia;
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Southern New Jersey;
and Washington, D.C. The homestay cost is $100.

More Info & Registration

Updated information and the conference registration
form is on the Friendship Force International
website: www.friendshipforce.org.  After you have
registered for the conference events, make your
room reservation directly with the hotel. Book by
calling the Renaissance Washington D.C. Hotel at
1-202-898-9000 (or 1-800-228-9290) or online at
http://cwp.marriott.com/wasrb/friendship. Don'’t forget
to quote the Friendship Force group discount code:
FFIFFIA.

Additional information will also be available at our
membership meetings prior to the conference.



Reachi
Out

Nadine Giani ,
Outreach Chair
796-5248 or
nadine.giani@gmail.com

-

Our Friendship Force Outreach
Committee does a great job
contacting all of our members with
information about upcoming
meetings, luncheons, and events.
We thank each of them: Joan
Barrett, Carol Heichel, Sue Johnston,
Michael Manning, Barb McCall,
Magdaline Nawrocky, Liz Bucola,
Joy Worley and Jackie Kline.

We make the calls over a three-day
period and about one week before
the event. All details are emailed to
the callers so they have complete
information. It is a great way to get
involved and to meet other club
members. We would like to have
enough callers so that each one
would only need to make about 8
phone calls. So, we need a few
more volunteers to help us make
these phone calls. Perhaps you
would be interested in being a
“caller”...it requires only a few
minutes per month. Please give me
a call and let me know if | can
answer any of your questions. We
would welcome you as a member
of our Outreach Committee.

Annual Picnic with a
South African Twist
Sat., April 17

Islam: Religion & Culture
Sat., May 15

Carmelita’s for Lunch
Sat., June 19

Ice Cream Social
Sat., Aug. 21

rk Your Calelial me o oie

Bylaws Ready for Your Review,\Vote

Our club bylaws have been revised
and approved by the board of
directors at its February 2, 2010
meeting. All club members will
receive a copy of the proposed
bylaws for their review at least 14

days prior to our March 20 meeting.

Members with email addresses will
receive the bylaws electronically;
others will receive them by mail.
Please review them because they
will be voted upon at the March 20
membership meeting.

Most of the changes in the bylaws
are related to changes in club
operation since 2004 when the
bylaws were last reviewed. We
clarified committee names and
officer responsibilities, added
requirements for an annual budget,
clarified some points related to the
annual meeting, added honorary
and student membership

classifications, cleaned up some
punctuation, and added a
grievance procedure.

Passage of the proposed bylaws
will require a two-thirds vote of the
members present and voting at the
March 20 meeting.

Thank You to the Bylaws
Committee!

The next time you see Ken Dean,
Vivian Grimm and Ed Evan, be
sure to say THANK YOU for
serving on the Bylaws Committee.
They had numerous meetings and
worked together for months to
make recommendations to the
board on bylaws revisions. It's a
tedious but important task, and one
that should not go unnoticed.
Thank you Ken, Vivian and Ed. You
did a GREAT JOB and we
appreciate it — and you!

Membership

Gaby Mackenzie, VP/Membership,
376-5210

We now have 99 paid members,
two of whom have joined since
the last meeting: Ann Watkins
from Clearwater and Rita
Becchetti from North Reddington
Beach. Welcome Ann and Rita.

The orientation for new members
scheduled for February 7 was

new date - hopefully in March.

A reception was held in January
to welcome the members who
transferred from the Nature
Coast Club (following the club’s
dissolution). Our members who
live in Palm Harbor and north
were invited to meet them.
Luckily, the weather cooperated
and the 29 people who attended
were able to sit out of doors.

Friendship Force of the
Florida Suncoast

www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Officers (Sept 2009-Aug 2010)

President Sandy Gourdine
VP/Programs Denise Seeber
VP/Membership Gaby Mackenzie
VP/At Large Vacant
Treasurer Millie Jones
Secretary John Hayner
Past President Nancy Warner

Committees

Auditor—Bill Lee, chair

Bylaws—Ken Dean, chair

Exchange Coordinator—Ed Evan
Fundraising—Vacant

Member Outreach—Nadine Giani, chair
Membership — Gaby Mackenzie, chair
Newsletter—Geri Espy, chair

Program — Denise Seeber, chair
Publicity—Denise Seeber, chair
Website—Jean Keir-Choong, chair




MEMBERSHIP - JOIN OR RENEW 2010

Name/s Date
Address

City State Zip

Phone Number Cell Phone

Email

Membership Dues:

RENEWAL for 2010:  $20 Single; $35 Family $
NEW MEMBERSHIP: $20 Single; $35 Family $
Plastic name tag for new members: $10 each $

* Write your name(s) as you want it to appear on your name tag(s):

Total $

Make check payable to:
Friendship Force of Florida Suncoast

Mail or give to: Gaby Mackenzie

1147 Ashbourne Circle
Trinity, FL 34655-7106

If you have any questions, contact our VP/Membership Gaby Mackenzie at 727-376-5210 or
email her at BEMackenzi@aol.com

Our club calendar is on our website: http://www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Visit our national website for all exchanges: http://thefriendshipforce.org




