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FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Carmelita’s
Mexican

Restaurant

Saturday, June 19, NOON
5042 East Bay Drive
Clearwater 33764 (on the
NW corner of U.S. 19, by
AMC Theaters). $12.
Please join us for lunch at this award-winning
restaurant and experience authentic Mexican
and Tex-Mex food. Seating is limited.

Send your check and menu selection to
Denise Seeber by Tuesday, June 15.
Reservation form is on page 2.

Ice Cream Social
Saturday evening
August 21
G Hosted by Jane & Bill Lee
¢ 101 Bath Club Concourse
¢ North Redington Beach 33708
Mark your calendar. This will be a cool way to
cap off a year of club activities while enjoying
the friendship, the sunset and an assortment of
treats. You'll get details in July and August.

Information Meeting re

Exchange Director Positions
Saturday, July 17, 2:30 pm
Largo Public Library
Did you know an ED gets free airfare &
travel? Come learn more about . ... ..
What an ED does — what's involved?
How to travel free on an exchange and earn
exchange credits
Exchange Committees
What an Exchange treasurer does
RSVP to Sandy at 443-5950 or
Slgourdine@aol.com

New Officers For Sept. 1, 2010

At the May 15 membership meeting, members
voted unanimously to accept the
recommendations of the nominating committee
and voted Geri Espy as 2™ VP-Membership,
Larry Salzer as Treasurer and John Hayner as
Secretary. When no nominations for President
& 1% VP-Programs were made, those positions
were referred to the Board for action.

The Board met on May 25 and appointed Pam
Shofner 1% VP-Programs and Sandy Gourdine
as President. When John Hayner agreed to
serve as Exchange Director for the Turkey
exchange in May 2011, he resigned his
Secretary position. The board will appoint a new
Secretary prior to the September membership
meeting. At that meeting, all members in
attendance will be asked to ratify those three
appointments and with membership approval,
the following officers will be installed for one
year terms:

President - Sandy Gourdine
1% VP-Programs - Pam Shofner
2" VP — Membership — Geri Espy

Treasurer - Larry Salzer

Secretary - To be announced

Special thanks to those who have agreed to
serve our club as officers and those who have
committed to help on committees. We will
definitely be calling you! We extend our
appreciation again to members of the
Nominating Committee.
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Exchange Directors Named
For Turkey and UK

John Hayner and Denise Seeber will serve as
Exchange Directors for our club’s two exciting
international exchanges scheduled for 2011.

Denise will be ED for the incoming exchange
from Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK in April
2011. We hope to receive a full group of 25-
20 ambassadors. Denise will be assembling
a committee to help plan and host the
exchange.

John will be ED for our outbound exchange in
May 2011 to Cankaya/Ankara, Turkey that will
include a 7-day home stay. John has already
been in contact with the ED in Turkey and reports they can accommodate 15-20 in their homes, so
space will be limited. Turkey has been a favored destination of our club for many years and John is
exploring possible travel options to extend the exchange another 7-10 days, either before or after the
home stay exchange segment. He's looking possibly at land excursions or cruises among the many
exciting destinations in and around fabulous Turkey.

If you have ideas or are interested in getting involved in planning either the Turkey or UK exchange,

contact John at 539-0634 or Denise at 474-2647.
Clip & Mail )ﬁ%

Carmelita’s Reservati on Form
Lunch eon: Saturday, June 19 at 12 noon

Complete form and mail with your check (payable to Friendship Force) to:
Denise Seeber, 71 Turnstone Drive, Safety Harbor 34695.

Cost per person is $12 Denise needs to receive fo  rm & check by Tuesday, June 15.

Lunch includes one of the following entrees as well as chips, salsa, Mexican rice, beans and a
soft drink. Please indicate your name and entrée choice.

Your name(s)

Entrée Choices

Chicken Enchiladas — 2 corn tortillas filled with seasoned chicken then smothered in sour
cream sauce and topped with melted cheese.

Chiles Rellenos - hot chile poblano pepper filled with cheese and smothered with ranchero
sauce, jack cheese and chicken

Tamale Plate — 2 pork tamales served in a traditional corn husk wrapping

Seasoned Stew Beef — Served over a bed of rice with flour tortillas.
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We Got Mail in May! ‘I

Our first humanitarian project was in March

2010 during our exchange to South Africa.

Our club donated 9 netbook computers, DVD

Players, books & school supplies to

Chatsworth Primary School north of Cape

Town. 21 Friendship Force members toted

the gifts to the school and fell in love with the

children of Chatsworth Primary School while on our exchange
to Cape Town.

Our second donation for a humanitarian project was a $500
gift to KidZ at Heart International to support the humanitarian
work of Charlotte Moore who trains people serving the
vulnerable children of Johannesburg, South Africa. Charlotte
is the daughter of our member John Moore. After the Cape
Town exchange, some of our members met Charlotte in
Johannesburg and later presented her the club’s donation
when she.and daughter Ruthie returned home to visit dad
and grandpa John.

Letter received from Charlotte Moore who directs
the KidZ at Heart International program in Africa:

Dear everyone at the Friendship Force of Florida,

What a blessing it has been to meet some of your
members of the Friendship Force. | appreciate the work
that you all do and especially your emphasis on
understanding and respecting people from other cultures.

I am writing to thank you for the generous donation you
made to my ministry. | am grateful for your support for the
work that | am doing to provide training to South Africans
who feel called to work with children, to give them skills
and confidence to effectively serve the vulnerable kids in
their communities. Thank you for supporting me. | look
forward to keeping intouch.

Charlotte D. Moore, Director - KidZ at Heart,

The
Moore
Family

Charlotte

Ruthie &
John

Africa

Email received from the
principal of Chatsworth
Primary School, South Africa:

Dear everyone at the Friendship
Force of Florida,

First, | would like to express my
sincere apologies for not being in
contact with you recently. Our
Administration PC was giving us so
many problems we were not able to
access the internet or use e-mail.

On a more positive note | would like
to again say "Thank you very much"
on behalf of everyone at the school
(parents, learners, teachers and
governing body) for what you and
the Friendship Force of Florida
Suncoast have given us, including
the 9 netbooks, DVD/CD writers,
mouses, electrical cords, school
supplies and everything else. We
are really very grateful and fortunate.

Just to give you an update on how
we are doing with the netbooks.
They are all in working order, but we
were experiencing a bit of space
problems. The good news however
is that since you've left, we have
received 2 mobile classrooms from
the department of education that
should be ready to use by next term.
We are planning to turn one of our
old classrooms into a computer lab
in order to better offer computer
sessions to all our students.
sessions.

Our schools will be closing for this
term on the 9th of June for the
Soccer World Cup and will re-open
on thel3th of July. We will be
sending you pictures next term of
the learners using the netbooks.
Thank you very, very much and
hope to hear from you soon.

Yours truly,
Merichen Stevens
Principal at Chatsworth Primary
School
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Farewell To Our New Friends From Australia — It Was Great Fun!

We said good-bye to our 9
Australian Ambassadors on
May 25, 2010 after a week'’s
exchange to visit our club.
When last seen at the airport
they looked "bushed", as this
was actually their 4th week in
the USA - and some are
continuing with further
travels!

We gave them a relaxed yet
comprehensive tour of our St.
Petersburg, Tampa and
Tarpon Springs areas. They
left with smiles (perhaps
because they were leaving
our humidity?) but expressed
many thanks for our warm
hospitality, for after all, over 50 Happy Welcome Party, Sydney Exchange
members attended the rooftop
Welcome party hosted by
member Aila Erman and
almost as many attended the
Farewell party provided by Lake Seminole Square retirement community.

! "%
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In between the Welcome and Farewell parties there were plenty of opportunities for all our members to
meet, socialize and make new friends with the Aussies. Members hosted the visitors in their homes,
others held dinner parties or served as a day host. Many helped plan the activities calendar, provided
transportation, picked up supplies, made copies, managed the budget and performed the many big and
little tasks that go into making an incoming success a huge success — as this one was! It was good
practice for our incoming exchange from the UK next May!.

Our very able Exchange Director Ed Evan extends thanks to all who participated in making this a
successful exchange? Once again, Ed served our club with excellence.

Exchange Photos on our Website
www.friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Photos taken during our incoming and outgoing exchanges are
posted on our website. Simply go to “photos” on the banner at the
top of the web site. Jean Choong collects photos from members
and posts them for viewing.

South African Exchange Photos . Photos taken by members who
traveled in March 2010 to the Cape Town exchange are posted on
our website, including this one at right taken by Liz Johnson

Australian Exchange Photos : If you have photos from the

exchange and are happy to share them, contact Jean 786-7577 or

jeanfffs@gmail.com. The photos can be collated, and shared. The best method of getting photos to her
is by sending a CD to her PO Box address. When you take your photos to print, if you make a CD at
the same time, and send it, Jean will return it later. Please call before mailing. Your photos can also be
emailed, but the quality is not quite as good.
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Day Hosting is Such FUN!

By John Hayner

The next time we receive anincoming exchange (as we
will in April of 2011), by all means sign up to be a Day
Host!

During the Australian exchange, | picked up my four
ambassadors at 10:30 in the morning, and we were off for
a day’s adventure. Having overheard some of their
preferences beforehand, we settled on cruising the
Intracoastal Waterway and attempting to learn more about
Scientology — since Clearwater is the spiritual mecca for
this “church.”

Unfortunately, the captain of the StarLite Majesty called in
sick; so we were promptly transferred to the Calypso
Queeninstead. We opted for the cruise without the
luncheon on board. However, food selections were very
reasonable, and we ended up ordering what we wanted.
So we skipped the Original Frenchy’s Café which was my
choice for lunch; but we saved time and could concentrate
onthe captain’s narration. The cruise was enjoyable and
relaxing, and we saw things we couldn't have seen any
other way: celebrities’ mansions and a variety of Florida’s
birds on sandbars and a one-tree island.

After showing my guests the relatively new Beach Walk
along the Gulf, we crossed over into downtown Clearwater
with our destination being the restored Fort Harrison Hotel.
There a delightful young man from South Africa gave us a
grand tour! Starting in the ornate lobby, we were shown
the Vintage Room, Flag Auditorium (where they were
preparing for a graduation ceremony that evening), the
vast bookstore where L. Ron Hubbard’s writings and
courses are on prominent display, and finally the Tea
Room where we all enjoyed a cup of hot ginger tea served
in Royal Doulton china. The afternoon continued with a
quick visit to a Scientology learning center where we
watched 2 videos and observed “students” doing their own
research. Before departing, we were each given a free
DVD - an overview of Scientology and Hubbard, “Founder
of the Scientology Religion.”

We returned to our starting point, Lake Seminole Square,
where we enjoyed a delicious dinner together with other

hosts and ambassadors. It was truly a FUN DAY! Try it

next time. It's a fine way of bonding with our guests and

establishing lasting friendships.

Welcome New Members

Liz Bucolo
Bill Bucolo
Ellen Henderson
Joyce Walters

More Reports From

The Board
The board last met on May 28, 2010:

Membership - 106 members

St. Petersburg International Folk
Festival Society - Our club will become
a member and participate in SPIFFS
events

FFI Legacy Fund — Our club paid our
pledge of $1,000 to FFI's Legacy Fund to
fund expansion of FFI clubs around the
globe.

Policies — We are drafting policies re
exchange director benefits and exchange
budgets and criteria for choosing
humanitarian projects to fund.

Summer Schedule

There are no general membership
meetings in July and August, but there will
be an information meeting on July 17 for
members interested in learning more
about exchanges and the Exchange
Director positions. The board will meet on
July 6 and September 1 and committees
will be meeting to plan our activities for
the next club year that begins September.
1. A brief newsletter will be distributed in
July and August. And, of course, don't
forget our Ice Cream Social on August 21!

Contact Info

Sandy Gourdine, President
443-5950

slgourdine @aol.com

Club website:
friendshipforcefloridasuncoast.org

Page 5 of 5



